Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 




PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademailt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PT0 

lINlFOIRli^ATDOG^ ODSCLOSURE 
STATEIi^EMT BY APFLIlCAIhaT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 

Sheet 1 of 2 



Application Number 


09/976,216 


Filing Date 


10/12/01 


First Named Inventor 


Andrew H. Hancock 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


HRT-0278 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial^ 


Cite 


U.S. Patent Docunnent 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


C 

Date of Publication 
mm-dd-yyyy 


yyi^ 

S-' , Pa^eSrColurtinS;' Lines, 
^vrelev^ figurte ^pear 


Kind Code^ 
Number (if known) 






RE34,150 




Santili et al. 


12/1992 


T ■ ' ^ ^ ■ ■ 






7 
— ^ — 


2.693,795 




Grieshaber 


11/1954 








^ 


2,850.008 




Resch 


9/1958 








— 1 


3.384,078 




Gauthier 


5/1968 








jl 


3.572,326 




Jensen 


3/1971 








-liL 


3.710,783 




Jascalevich 


1/1973 








'7 


3.724,449 




Gauthier 


4/1973 








— f 

— 0 


3.782.370 




McDonald 


1/1974 










3.807,393 




McDonald 


4/1974 








-4^ 


3.863.639 




Kleaveland 


2/1975 








/I 

-M 


4,151,838 




Crew 


5/1979 








-I.,— 


4,274,398 




Scott, Jr. 


6/1981 








—LJ. 


4,344,420 




Forder 


8/1982 








-1-^4 


4,355,631 




LeVafin 


10/1982 








— 1— J 


4,457,300 




Budde 


7/1984 








— 


4.492,229 




Grunwald 


1/1985 








4-J — 


4,622,955 




Fakhrai 


11/1986 








\5r 
\ fl 


4.627,421 




Symbas et al. 


12/1986 










4,702,230 1 J 




Pelta 


10/1987 








— 


4,726^ /^l 




Santilli et al. 


2/1988 








1 ! 


4,747,395 




Brief 


5/1988 










4,813,401 




Grieshaber 


3/1989 










4,829,985 




Couetil 


5/1989 










4,852,552 




Chava 


8/1989 










4,865,019 




Phillips 


9/1989 










4.884.559 




Collins 


12/1989 








27 


4,949.707 




LeVahn et at. 


8/1990 








zr 


4,989.587 




Farley 


2/1991 








-23_ 


5.027.793 




Engelhardt et al. 


7/1991 










5.052.373 




Michelson 


10/1991 










5,074,858 




Martinez 


12/1991 






r. 




5.088.472 




Fakhrai 


2/1992 




AM 


5^ 


5,125.396 




Ray 


6/1992 











5.167.223 






12/1992 










5.365.921 




Bookwatter et al. 


11/1994 
^ 










5,730.757 




Benetti et al. 


3/1998 C 


— — ^ 








5,772.583 




Wright et al. 


6/1998 


e ^^'^ — 








5.795.291 




Keros et al. 


8/1998 


— 








5,894.843 




Benetti et al. 


4/1999 










5.944,736 




Taytor et al. 


8/1999 








Y/ 


5.967.972 




Santilli et al. 


10/1999 




^ 








5.976,080 




Farascioni 


11/1999 










5.984.867 




Deckman et al. 


11/1999 










6.036.641 




Taylor et al. 


3/2000 








± 


6,102.854 




Cartier et al. 


8/2000 










6.190.311 




Glines et al. 


2/2001 








6.213,941 




Benetti et al. 


4/2001 



















Examiner 
Initials,/ / 


. Cite 
No/ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 

mm-dd-yyyy 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
where relevant 
passages or relevant 
figures appear 




Office^ Numt>er^ KindCode^ 






DE 


3834358 






12/1990 












DE 


4028651 






3/1992 










c 


EP 


0769269 






4/1997 










0 


EP 


0792620 






9/1997 












FR 


473451 






1/1915 










r 


G8 


2267827 






12/1993 


























Date 

Considered 



citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line throuj 
communication to applicant. 



:hrouign citatlonif not in con 



in conformance 



1 Unique citation designation number. itSe^ttached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible, a Applicant Is to place a check marit here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form Is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademari^ 
Office, Washington. DC 20231. 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231 . 



Under the Paperwofk Reduction Act of 




PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademarlt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

DMFOIRIi^ATDOlM DDSCLOSURE 
SmTEMEMT BY APPLDCAIhllT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 

Sheet 1 of 1 



Application Number 


09/976.216 


Filing Date 


10/12/01 


First Named Inventor 


Andrew H. Hancock 


Group Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Attorney Docket Number 


HRT-0278 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner's 
Initials* , / 


^Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITOL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, joumal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published 


_2 

T 






Chaux & Blanche. "A New Concept in Sternal Retraction: Applications for Internal Mammary Artery Dissection and Valve 
Replacement Surgery," Ann Thorac Surg, 1986;42:473-474 








McKeown et al.. "A Modified Sternal Retractor for Exposure of the Internal Mammary Artery." Ann Thorac Surg. 
1981;32(6):619 j 








Sugarbaker et at., Section VI. Chapter 26, Surf^ical Procedures to Resect and Replace the Esophagus^^p. 885-910, ncS^ate. 








^ 
















Z ^. 


















\ 






























^ 








^ 






















































































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



*EXAMINEJRf1nitial ifreference conj^Wered. whither or not citation is in conformance with UPEP 609. Draw line thro/gh citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, Washington. DC 20231. 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231. 



